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November 20, 2008

President George W, Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

RE:  Designation of a National Marine Monument in the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands

Dear Mr. President:

We, the undersigned Chief Executives of the Micronesian Islands cxpress our support for
the Government of Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (ZNMI) in their
opposition to the implementation of a National Marine Monument in the CNMI,
comprised of the far northern islands: Maug, Asuncion and Uracus, through the
Antiquities Act. While the merits of the specific designation are debatable, the process is
unacceptable to all of our people.

Based on our experience, protected arcas are only successful when they reflect the will
and ideals of those afTected. Mr. President, we ask that you refrain from designating any
National Marine Monument in the CNMI against the wishes of the indigenous peoples of
these islands. These wishes are also strongly demonstrated through the voices of the vast
majority of CNMI's democratically elected leaders opposing any National Marine
Monument designation, \

We thank you for your past support in all maters in our region and we look forward o
you response 1o this request.

Punpbia—

Felix P. Camacho
Governor of Guam

I'manuel Mori
President

Federated States of Micronesia



His Excellency George Bush
November 20, 2008

l.ilSkw? Tomeing
Presidént

Republic of the Marshall Islands

Ym0

John Ehsa
Governor of Pohnpei
Federated States of Micronesia

‘esley Simina
“ Governor of Chuu
Federated States of Micronesia

"I Benigno R. Fitial
l Governor of the Commonywealth

of the Northern Mariana Islands

Sebastian :
- Gavernor
Yap State
Federatefl States of Micronesia

Robert Weilbacher
Govemor of Kosrae
Federated States of Micronesia

ce:  Dirk Kempthome. Secretary of Interior
Carlos M. Gutierrez, Sceretary of Commerce

Raobert Gates, Secretary of Defense

James Connaughton, Chairman, Council on Environmental Quality



