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COMMONWEALTH OF TTIE NORTIIBRN MARTANA ISLANDS

,lil"{o, 53L9451/s
sa<Na 532.954
Eluitr fiofraaafibitconl

otrcFrqE oE tEtcE su.ntoq-
P.o. Box &f7 Rotr. MP 96951

Xosep| S. hta't
*lE|or olqqtu

July 15, 2008

Preeident Gcotge \P. Bueh
The White Houec
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N V
Washlngton, D.C. 20500

RE: The Chariteble Truets' Propoeal to Designate a National Matlne
Monument in thc Commonwealth of the Northem Madana lElands,

Dear Mr. President Bush:

I wish to expres6 tny conccm over the cvc! incrcasing efforts by t}e Pew Cheritable
Tnrsx.s to have a National Marine Monument designatcd in the Commonweaith of the
Nochem Matiana Islands (CNMI;. Thc proposal Pew is advocarriog on your bebalf
involvcs thc dcsignation of ovcr onc tlird of the entire Exclusi're Economic Zone
@EZ), approximately 115,000 squate miles, as a "no-take" marine protectcd area- I
am also troubM tbat the Antiquities Act of 1906 would be u-sed to accomplish tbis
e*deavot. It is my uflderstandirg drat this significant Fedetr.l action requires no public
or sgheholdet iqvolvcmcnt and docs n6t require comDliaflcc ndth the National
Environmental Policy Ac1 or any othcr lau,s that protect public interest-

My discussion with community mcmbers lcad me to believe that the pcoplc of the
CNMI prcfcr the current rccource maoag€meot approach beirrg utilized by thc
Westem Paci$c Regional Fishery Maragement Counci_l and the National llarine
Fisheties Scrvice. This management systcm promotes active participatioa by many of
oux island cidzens as CNN4I representatives in vatious Advisory lianels, Plan Teams,
Science and Statistics Committcg and as Councd Members workina undcr suidance
of the Magnuson-Srevefls Act a-nd orher Fedqal l-avs. I bclieve our-prcserrt ie.o*."
maflagerncnt approach is morc in,linc uddr our bclicf il the sustainable use of natural
!esoulces.
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Despite thc non-partisan oppositjon by the CNMI elected leadets agairst tlrt
proposed Natiotu.l Monumenq I am disappointed that qrc contiaue to be ha-td-
ptesscd to the Point wherc the issue has now becomc coflttoversial wittrin ou:
iommEnities, Bccause of thls situation. I do flot supPort f,be desi{toation of a National
Marine Monument in the Mariana Islaflds as it con.Ilicts vrith ouc faditional and
sustaiflable use of madtre resoulccs 6nd completely bypasses public and staleholder
isvolvement.

Thercfore, oo behalf of thc people of Rota, I tespectfr:lly ftqucst that you not
desienate a National .l\{atitrc Monument in the CNMI.

Ccr Dirk Kempthome, Secreaf,y of ln@tio!
Benigno R Fitial, CNlr4I Govemot

"Naur'e lfnastae Isbnf,

-rt'

fu'ul\W"r'
JqsePF 5, .mos
Mavol of Rota
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