
Fug  20  Oa  03 :3 rp L e g i s l a t u F e

A old I. Ilolacios
,lp:L Nr t)/ rh.,Hi v

August 6, 2008

P.  r

Com.morrwealth of the Northern Mariana Isianrls
Sixteenth Nonhern Madanas Colnmonwealth l,egislature

Pcts P. liel .s

President George W. Bu$h
The White House
1600 Pemsyivania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Proposed Marianad Tr.ench Nationtl M{rine Monument

Dear President Bush:

_ . _ We, rhe presiding ofticers of the Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth
-Legislature, write in opposition to the proposed va.ianas rrenci-l,ratiooa lt..in"Monument. A pran now being proposed-and circurated by ft" i"* ci,irii"ur. r.rt,woulo creare a marlne monument in tho sreS of the tlree northernmost isla[ds of theCommonwealth ofthe Nonhem Mariana Islands. W".;.i. C.r"*oiA"ni!,io n. ftiut,
1Tl_,"1:ll"* legislators, and mayors of island municipalitiur- ii 

"*ii""*ire 
ou,oDDOSttlOn.

As policy-makers and representatives of the people of the Commonwealth, wemust take igsue with some of the oublicity gengllq !f fe* ana 
-oih"i'group. 

una
::*::*:t^"-'llo*"" 

of rhe proposed monu,i 
"it 

w. r".iir,"t tt 
"i"-ry".Jio. run,ry 

"noInrernet capabte -pew campaign and its supporters may have created all impresston rhatmost residerts of the Commonwealth are in suppon of the monument. in pJi"t or Aot, oq,'bstantial number of local residents, many oi wtrom u"" ioi-"qoipp"J io" i,"."r,nur"their views 
lhrough websiEs, blogs, or otncr rnass medra, oppose the crearron of a

loflrme.nt Particularly^for indigenous residenrs ofthe Marian"r, it e lor. oiioout controlover such a vast area of land and waler is an assault on the traaitions anJ cutture of tle
:talq:.and,on the concept of local self_govemmcnt ensldneJ in if," ;iou"*n ,oEslablish a Commonwealth of the Northern-Mariana Isl*a* in pofiii"ui uni** _,ti, tr,.United States of America, (48 U.S.C_ gl80l)_ We feel obliged t.,"p.J,f.'r"*i*"nt 

"fthis important, ifoflcn overiooked, gro-up.

A monumenL if modeled after the papahaqaumokuakea Marine NationalM-:rT".* in llawaii,_ woutd severety restrict fisiing and _in"ral opioiuiion i" tf.,"protecled area. rn right of the continuing economic-crisis in tte corrimon*"anrr, wewould like to have the ability, if feasibre, io develop sustainable tocat e.-o-.n'ornic activity
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ano nol rely on assistance from the federal govemment_ The creation of a monumenttal<es arleasl_one deveropmem possibirity oFrhe r"ur".- n*'l".rr*",'it"u'iltuno, u, ,t"center ofthe pew proposal are remote ,nortr,.rn rurar;",,a'rJrl;d -o;;;ffi 
ru,,Hn""t,lT:iy#""T[i"_r?::i.:J;*:rjl;

:T:T.r"l 
phorography suggesrs rhar the area remains u p.;s;n", .nuiin"-.wiron."nt.

fli:?i,::Jjil#:*i:";,::.::r,"?l ,n" *rrenr preservation meu"u.""'*l ii"quut" una

s:*r,51i:{r.".ii iJj1",.*}-,1,llk liX,ffiX ;,"1f .:.J::'i".}*:1,ffffiT:lT.ench Nationat Marine Monument. w" r"u, rt uiir,. 
"-r.'uta" "i""' "i'"."i?ii*."* i,nor onty unnecessary, but also conflicts with both traditionai anJpofnf-attv ueneticiat

::es of rh: waters. sunoundins our islands,.and t"G;;;*;;;,fi';iifjiir" ., ,",r-govemment so precious to our island community.

Sincerely,

Cct James L. Connaughton, Chairman, Council on Environmental euality

lXrnold L Palacios, Spi
ofthe House


